Journey to Christ

Publication of Sangre de Cristo Catholic Community

MISSION STATEMENT We, the parish of Sangre de Cristo, are a Roman Catholic Community united by the Holy Sacrifice of
the Mass and guided by the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ and the teachings of the Church. We willingly accept our mutual
responsibility to carry out our true mission, doing the will of God, thus living out our faith as heirs in the hope of eternal life.
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(tht,s ff‘lappen[ng? IN OUR PARISH AND THE CHURCH

New Parish Office Policies For more information, please contact the parish office.
BAPTISMS
= Parents must be registered in the parish for at least 3—6 months prior to baptizing their child.
= Godparents will need to meet with Fr. Thomas to determine eligibility as required by the Archdioceses of Santa Fe.
= Beginning January 2015, baptism classes will be held on the second Friday of every month at 6:00 pm.
MARRIAGES
< A donation will need to be made to the attending Celebrant of the Sacrament along with a donation to the parish.
FUNERALS
< A $100 stipend will apply along with a separate donation made to the parish.

Parish Website Update The parish website has been updated in an effort to make it easier for parishioners to find
out more about parish activities. You can now conveniently find the today’s readings or the parish Sunday bulletin on your
home computer or cell phone. The website is www.sdecabg.org. If you have suggestions on improving the website or wish
to join our Parish Website Ministry, send us an email at sangredecristoweb@gmail.com.

Lenten Mission A Lenten Mission is in the process of being organized and scheduled. Please refer to the Sunday
bulletin for more information or call the parish office.

Stations of the Cross Will begin at 6:00 pm on all Fridays in Lent, directly following Lenten suppers, with the
exception of Good Friday. Confessions will be heard following Stations of the Cross. The Living Stations of the Cross

will be held at 6:00 pm on Good Friday.

Lenten Suppers Will be from 5:00-5:45 pm on all Fridays in Lent with the exception of Good Friday. The suppers will
be held in the Community Center and will consist of meatless soups, bread and crackers. All are welcome.

Lenten Rice Bowls As part of our Lenten mission, Sangre de Cristo will take part in the Catholic Relief Services (CRS)
Rice Bowl project. Forty years ago, Catholics in the United States wanted to respond to famine in Africa. Forty years later,
CRS Rice Bowl is your way to help our brothers and sisters in need. CRS Rice Bowl is a Lenten faith-in-action program for
families and faith communities. Seventy-five percent of your gift supports projects around the world to improve agriculture,
water and sanitation, mother and child health, and education and training. Twenty-five percent of your donations go

to hunger and poverty alleviation efforts in our archdiocese. Volunteers from Sangre de Cristo will be distributing and
collecting the Rice Bowls during Lent. Let’s show how much Sangre De Ciristo cares by supporting this mission.
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gl’eet[ngs FROM YOUR PASTORAL COUNCIL

In our relatively short tenure
as council members, we have
learned a great deal about what
it means to serve our pastor and
our parish. In this newsletter we
would like to share some of what
we have learned with you.

Why do we have a Parish
Pastoral Council? According
to the Archdiocese of Santa
Fe Pastoral Plan, each parish
within the Archdiocese will have
a Parish Pastoral Council that
functions as a consultative body
to the Pastor. Our Archdiocese
approved by-Laws further explain

that the Parish Pastoral Council
receives its formal mandate in
the Community from the Pastor.
The Parish Pastoral Council’s
primary work is to assist the
Pastor by faithfully participating
in the pastoral care of the
parish, in the development of
goals and objectives, and in
the assigning of priorities for
its future spiritual needs. The
Parish Pastoral Council is also
charged to: encourage the
involvement and participation
of all members; serve as a
medium whereby members of

the Community may make known
their views of both spiritual and
temporal matters; promote the
best interests of the Community,
and to make recommendations
for its good management and
proper development.

Although we cannot possibly
squeeze all of the details into
this article, we hope you know
now that the Parish Pastoral
Council exists to assist Father
Thomas and serve the entire
Sangre de Cristo Catholic
Community...and we are proud
to serve you!

E[tu”g[Cdl 566{501’1 LENT AND EASTER

F N LENT As we

all know is the
period of 40
days that precede
Easter in the
church calendar.
It is marked by
simplicity, an
effort to strip
away the frills
that we take

too much for
granted. The
church is plain
of decoration

and the liturgies

may be marked
Sangre de Ciristo’s original mural in the

by reflective
main lobby.

and unadorned
music and prayer. Traditionally, choirs may cut back on
instrumentation and elaborate harmonies during this time.
By observing the 40 days of Lent, we aim to replicate Jesus
Christ’s sacrifice and withdrawal into the desert for

40 days.

The season of Lent 2015 begins Ash Wednesday,
February 18. Lent runs from Ash Wednesday until the
Triduum commences Holy Thursday, April 2. During Lent
there will be Stations of the Cross. Please refer to “What's
Happening,” page 1 for more information.
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PALM SUNDAY & HOLY WEEK Palm Sunday is

the week before Easter and celebrates Christ’s entry

into Jerusalem and the subsequent events. We have the
blessing of the palms at all Masses and follow the normal
Mass schedule: Saturday, March 28 at 5:30 pm and
Sunday, March 29 at 8:30 am, 10:30 am and 6:00 pm.

TRIDUUM As Easter approaches we celebrate the
Paschal Triduum, the three days that lead up to the
Easter feast. These three days mark events crucial to
Christian life. The Holy Thursday service may include
the symbolic “Washing of the Feet” with members of the
congregation standing (or sitting) in as disciples prepared
to receive and continue the message of Christ.

On Good Friday, the Passion of the Lord, there is no
actual Mass, but services of Veneration and Distribution
of Holy Communion will be held at 3:00 pm.

EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF
THE LORD The Easter Vigil, the very first Mass of
Easter, will be held on Holy Saturday, April 4. Easter
will continue on Sunday, April 5.

The Easter Season lasts until Pentecost, May 24.

Please check the Sunday bulletin for the schedules of

these Masses and events or call the parish office.
—Dorothy Cole Domrzalski, The Liturgy Team (edited
version taken from Journey to Christ, Lent/Easter 2013)
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of our Catholic
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It is an educational
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Alisa and Mario Maestas, our two
adult RCIA candidates.

All photos for this article are
courtesy of Kate Bloom.

program that teaches
prospective converts
to the faith about
Catholicism.

2

Through the process
a person can discern
their decision to

OUR RCIA CANDIDATES AND WHAT IT MEANS

become Catholic. They learn the
basics of the faith, the purpose
and graces of the Sacraments and
the traditions of the church.
RCIA can also prepare children
for Baptism and Eucharist (if they
are of age). Adult persons who
are candidates for Confirmation
participate in the program as well.

Sangre de Ciristo has five
persons in the program this year. Kailey Marquez, 3rd
grader, missing are
Cesar Velasco, 4th
and Eucharist. grader and Xavier

—Sandra Candelaria, RCIA Velasco, 6th grader

Two adults for Confirmation

and 3 children for Baptism

‘Feature 2 ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL (AcA)

By now all registered families in the parish > )
should have received a letter and pledge card ‘5}"5 "‘
] o
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for the 2015 Annual Catholic Appeal (ACA)
in the mail. This year's theme is: “Love
Consists More in Actions than in Words”

as stated by Pope Francis.

The Archdiocesan goal for 2015 is
$3,150,000—the same as last year. Sangre
de Cristo Catholic Community’s goal has
been increased to $38,000 for 2015. In
2014, the parish met and exceeded its goal.
We would like to thank those who helped us
meet the goal. However, the level of participation in our parish
was below average for the Archdiocese. Less than 16% of the
families registered with the parish contributed last year. We
would like to encourage more families to contribute this year.
Remember, one of the Precepts of the Church is that the faithful
are obliged to support the material needs of the Church. Your
contribution to the ACA helps support Archdiocesan programs
and contributions in excess of our goal are returned to the
parish. This year, Father Thomas would like to use that excess
for various maintenance and repair projects to parish properties.

Since 1984, when this appeal began, the money contributed
to meet the Archdiocesan goal has been used to support
pastoral, educational, outreach, and developmental needs of the

Archdiocese. Community Outreach, Pastoral
Services, Education and Evangelization,
Clergy Development and Long-term Care for
Clergy are just a few of the programs that
all parishes in the Archdiocese benefit from
with this appeal.

In addition to the letter with the pledge
card and green envelope, you received a
brochure that outlines the many programs
and services that your pledge money
supports. Your gifts to support ACA are
used for programs that train seminarians
for the priesthood, promote pro-life, support Catholic schools
and religious education at the parish level, plan marriage
enrichment and encounter weekends, support for Native and
African Americans and Hispanics, serve those in prison, visit
and comfort those homebound or in hospitals and nursing
homes, and coordinate communication in the Archdiocese,
such as the People of God monthly publication and Catholic
Life Radio.

The Archdiocese is encouraging all families to return their
pledge cards in the green envelopes received in the mail by
March 31, 2015.

We want to thank you again for your past contributions
and we hope to make this an even more successful year.
—Don & Kate Bloom

Our next “Journey to Christ” newsletter will be for the Advent/Christmas season in 2015.
Please check the Sunday bulletins or call the Parish office for upcoming events.

A Huge THANK YOU to Nancy Milligan, the Newsletter Ministry volunteers and our Parish Staff in preparing this newsletter for
mailing, i.e. printing, folding, tabbing, labeling, and bulk mail sorting.

We, the Journey to Christ Newsletter Ministry, send our Blessings to you and your family during this Lent/Easter season.
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